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II.—-Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—P olsceé, 


‘1 the Santi [Madaripur] of the 12th June, Kamaldar Khan, of 
ee. Hanedi gic e, Habiganj post-office, Khulna dis- 
trict, says that a certain relation of his named 
an inhabitant of the Ghatakchar village, has enticed away 
and has kept her in wrongful confinement for the last four 
ears. He is too poor to procure the help of the law in the matter. 
Najem Molla is now trying to have his marriage with his wife dissolved: 
The budmash has even resolved to kill him. 

9 The Burdwan Sanjivani [Burdwan] of the 14th June says that on the 
Yvth June last, a theft with house-breaking was 
committed in the shop of one Sasi Bhusan Mitra 
in the Keshabganj village in the Burdwan district 
where there is @ police-station. Crime has become frequent in the place. The 
authorities should keep a sharp eye on the doings of the Keshabpur 


A case of abduction. 


Najem Molla, 
his young wife 


Crime in a village in the Burd- 
wan district. 


om The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 14th June complains of the 
_, frequent occurrence of crime in the northern part 
ee ee eae. of the Tangail subdivision of the Mymensingh 


district. Ahladmani Dasi of the Magra village 
was robbed of Rs. 2,500 in cloths, while mango and lichi grafts were destroyed 
in the garden of the chota zaminodar of Elanga. Wayfarers are robbed in 
broad daylight. BiG 
4, A correspondent of the Sanyivant [Calcutta] of the 16th June writes 
that a cooly named Jharuthia, while cutting 
wood, was shot through the hand on Sunday by a 
European living with a German gentleman, a mica 
merchant at Giridih. Immediately after the occurrence, the gentleman rode 
to the house of Mr. Vernede, the Subdivisional Officer of Giridih, and told 
him which of the two, the gentleman’s brother-in-law or another European, 
a new arrival, had shot the man. No police enquiry has yet taken place. It 
seems unlikely that Mr, Vernede will do anything against a European, It 
remains to be seen whether Government will do anything in the matter. 


5. Acorrespondent of the “se paper writes that on the 3rd Baisakh last, 
ea some budmashes set fire to the house of Maulvi Abdur 
gineendiariam in the Faridyar Pout Chowdhari of Kusala in the Kotalipara 
pargana of the Faridpur district. Property valued 

at Rs. 8,000 and about 300 head of cattle were destroyed. Tho culprits 


have not yet been traced by the police. A few days ago the house of Babu 


Kshirod Chandra Sen, Deputy Magistrate, was burnt down and con- 
siderable property was destroyed. Life and property are considered unsafe 
in the locality and great consternation prevails. The attention of the 
wa Magistrate and the District Superintendent of Police is drawn to the 
ove. 
6. Avcorrespondent named Muchiram Chandra of the Ilujérg village 
under the Tulin post-office in the Manbhum dis- 
trict writes in the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 17th 
J une that Babu Madhasudan Singha, a member of the Manki zamindar 
family in the Torhang village, has received a letter to the effect that three 
months ago his son, Kam Kanai Singha, and the latter’s friend, Gangadhar 
» were taken by one Bholanath of the Bargaon villuge near Jhalida 
to Mr. Saubolle’s cooly depot at Porulia under pretext of taking them 
to the Ganges for a bath. Ram Kanai and his friend are now in the 
Tarajan _tea-garden under the Dumduma post-office in the Lakshmipur 
ct in Assam. Bad diet, constant anxiety and excessive labour have 


A native shot at Giridih by a 
European. 


A cooly case. 


told severely on their ‘constitution. ‘They are now lying in the garden 
hospital. The Chief Commissioner of Assam is reqttested to enquire into 


the matter. 


Santi, 


June 12th, 1904. 


BuRDWAN 
SaNJIVAN!I, 


June 14th, 1904. 


CHarv Mine, 
June 14th, 1904. 


SAaNJIVANI, 
June 16th, 1904. 
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HiTavapIl, 
June 17th, 1904. 
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Buanat MiTRa, 7. The Bharat Mitra [Caicutta] of the 18th June has heard that rain- 
June 18th, 1904. gambling has again commenced at Barabazar in 
Rain-gambling st Barabazar in Qglentta and that policemen keep standing where 
— the gambling goes on without taking any notice 

of it. | 


(b}—Working of the Courts. 


ee 8. The Pallivast [Kalna} of the 8th June says that great oppression ig 
June 8th, 1904. committed in the Collectorates in connection with 
Oppressions in connection with the mutation of names under Act VII (B. C.) of 
rg of names and road-cess 4a7— Tn every district a Deputy Collector is, asa 
rule, placed at the head of the Mutation Depart- 
ment, but, asa matter of fact, the real work is done by hisclerks, Deaths 
of landholders are ascertained by these clerks from death-registers, the names 
and whereabouts of their successors are found out by reference to Subdivi- 
sional Officers, and at last the successors thus discovered are fined for not 
having their names registered in the Mutation Office, What an arbitary 
proceeding! The Subilivisional Officer supplying the information may commit 
mistakes, and the true successors may not be found out, Sometimes 
warrants for realisation of fines are issued against wrong persons and they 
ate obliged to pay the fines. Of course, they can afterwards have the orders 
cancelled and the fines returned by applying to the head office. But does 
not all this amount to grave oppression of innocent persons? When rent- 
suits are not entertained in law-courts and sales of estates borne on the 
tauzi are not cancelled unless the names of the living landholders are registered. 
in the Mutation Office, what is the use of fining them for delaying to take the 
measure which concerns them most? It is true certificates, &c., cannot be 
issued in the names of dead persons, but cannot the law relating to certificates 
be modified so as to follow Act XI of 1859 in this respect? The clerks 
attached to the Road-cegs Office also commit endless mistakes and consequently 

become instruments of oppression. : | 
Cuarv Min, 9. The Charu Milur (Mymensingh] of the 14th June complains of the 
June 14th, 1004. ee want of waiting-rooms for jurors and litigants in 
ne Rg cy. Deng in he the law-courts in Mymensingh town. This causes 

ymensingh law-courts. : : ; 

reat inconvenience and hardship to the people 
concerned, Jurymen are often seen waiting in hackney carriages near the 


court-houses. : | 
SANJIVANT, 10. The Sunjivans ( Calcutta | of the Té6th June takes exception to the 
June 16th, 1904. ie Masisteate of Khetns. action of the District Magistrate of Khulna in 


| unnecessarily serving notices under section 15, Act 
XXV of 1867, on the editor and the printer of the Khulna newspaper and in 
compelling the publisher of that paper to give an undertaking that the paper 


would be properly conducted in future, although no one yet knows when 
the paper was conducted otherwise. 


cae ag 11. The Bharat Mitra |Calcutta] of the 18th June is sorry that the 
eo Heavy punishment on atrivia) CHief Presidency Magistrate has sentenced a boy 
charge. khiimutgar to two months’ imprisonment on the 


er charge of having eaten the dinner of his Euro- 
pean master while it was being taken to the latter. Such severe punishment 


is generally meted out to a real thief, A little boy, who, driven by 
hunger, might have eaten his master’s dinner, does not deserve such punishment. 


Rebuke or one or two slaps by his master would be enough for an offender 
of his tender age. 


aren 12. A correspondent, says ine Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 18th June, 
weal : writes that a certain istrate of Jessore holds 
cate of courts in the after- his court from 2.40 Pe yey My Betsy Ageogrns 


eb lse > This is a practice which finds favour with man 
& judicial officer during the hot season, and it is true that it is almost impossible 
fora man, especially for a European, to work calmly and deliberately in the 


midday heat of this season. Cannot an arr t holdi 
courts in the afternoon during this season ? eeenet 1 erer et " 


ee ga 
eo 
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“4 Hitavadi [Caleuttalof the 21st June makes the follow- Damr Hrravanr, 
- bce nti oe complaints against Mr. Thompson, Subdivi- ‘1% 
Complaints against Mr. Thomp- gional Magistrate of Deoghur :— a | 
tS . aiaaeaaer meee (1) When the court was held in the morning, 
— Mr. Thompson pear me come ¥ ee at 9 = 
rk till 1 or 2 p.m, The officers suitere eat hardship on this 
ee pe went without any food from the naan till that Yate hour. 
The court is now held at tae usual time, but Mr. Thompson does not attend 
r hour. 5 me 
Ma) Hl is very severe with one Dindayal Mitra, a petition-writer. He 
calls the punkha-cooly a Panda, @ name by which the priests of Deoghur 
are known. The use of such language is very objectionable. is 
(3) He has given orders that none will be allowed in the court building 
unless he wears @ Cap or a ag oe Pom is arbitrary, as Bengalis and many 
ople do not wear any head-dress, 
oar He has, without sufficient reason, ordered that not more than 20 
iIgrims will be allowed in lodging-houses in which 30 persons were allowed 
by the Health Officer and by Mr. Piffard, the late Subdivisional Magistrate of 
eoghur. 
“ “5 , Mr. Thompson is deaf. He requires an eardrum to hear, and often 
commits mistakes in hearing the parties in Court. 

(6) There is a narrow wall between the Sibganga tank and another tank 
close by. People sometimes fall down in attempting to cross from one side to 
the other over the wall, and are drowned. Railings should be provided on 
both sides of the wall to prevent accidents. But Mr. Thompson does not 
mind this, 


i POLIO LEELA UE AAC LOGE LLLE LLL ALEALEL LL LLP EALI LL IEEE BEI 
—* . matt» at ESF So ee TR LT I at, oe 


(d)—LEducation. 


14, A correspondent of the Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 17th J UNC Mune-o-SupHaxas, 
makes a spirited i to the’Musalman community June 17th, 1904. 
aoe yevpteeh seteniieeans of requesting it to shake off all lethargy for its welfare 
ti elgg Musaimans in Sersj- ond lend a helping hand in the establishment of an 
Islamic high English school in a town in 
the Pabna district. The Hindu teachers and students of the four ery 2 
schools in the town greatly oppress insult and wound the religious and nationa 
feelings of Musalman students. Dramas and songs distinctly anti-Musalman are 
performed and sung in the schools on occasions of festivity, and Musalman 
students are compelled to pay subscriptions for the worship of heathen gods 
and goddesses, No holidays are allowed on days of Scanlsian festivity. 
Meetings have already been held for the establishment of a purely Musalman 
school in the town, and another will be held on the 22nd instant in the local 
Madrassa building for the same purpose. 
15. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 18th June contains an eulogistic  sixcavasr, 
iis oe a article on Mahamahopadhyaya Hara Prasad Sastri, June 18th, 1904. 
Sanskrit College. SS Ss tthe Principal of the Calcatta Sanskrit College, for 
his able management of the institution. The article 
concludes with an appeal to all Bengali parents and guardians to send their 


boys to the college, which imparts a th : , j 
Sanskrit adasetiae , mparts a thorough and satisfactory English “a 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


16. The Pallivasi [Kalna] of the 8th June says that in order successfully —Panuivasi, 
The health of Kalna town. to combat malaria, the pest of Kalna, it is necessary June 8th, 1904. 
rea _ to fill up the numerous pits in the town which 
> ome full of decomposing vegetable matter during the rainy season. But 

pi can this be done? The Municipal Commissioners of Kalna suggest that 
4 —_ tank should be dug, ata convenient site, and with the earth obtained 
ae rom, the pits should be filled up. By this means not only will the pits 
up, but good drinking-water will also be provided. Government 

Proposes to grant a loan to the poor Municipality of Kalna for the carrying 
eB of sanitary measures. But wh cannot Government, which granted a 
subsidy of Rs. 20,000 to the Medical Mission of Kalna, make a similar grant for 


PaLLIVASsl, 
June 8th, 1904. 


BURDWAN 
SaNJIVANI, 


June 14th, 1904, 


JaASOHAR, 
Jone 15th, 1904. 


BasvMatI, 
June 18th, 1904, 


CHAaRU MIAIR, 
June 14th, 1904. 
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the sanitary improvement of the town? For the repayment of any loan 
may be ie “y Government to the local Municipality, it should make Heady 
profits of the KaJna ferry to the Commissioners. — 

The other points that should receive attention are—(1) arrangements fo, 
drainage, (2) cutting of jungle within the town, and (3) the removal of filthy 
water from the privies. ai 

17. The same paper says that it is the duty of the Government to 
remove the scarcity of water in the coun 
especially when itis levying the road-cess from 
the people. Mr. Baker says that the proceeds of the road-cess have been 
spent in famine-relief. ‘T’he justice or propriety of spending on relief measures 
the money realised for the purpose of water-supply is not easily understood, 
Again, it does not become the Government to seek co-operation or outside hel 
in the matter of water-supply. However that may be, it is a fact that the 

eople of the country are too poor and the zamindars too much involved in 
debt to make any contributions for this purpose, 

18. The Burdwan Sanyivant [Burdwan] of the 14th June expresses the 
apprehension that the public and the District Boards 
in Bengal will not between them contribute a two. 
thirds share of the cost of sa eae in the country, and that consequently 
the people will not be relieved of the distress arising from water-scarcity, 
It is useless to try to condemn Government for its apathy in this matter. It 
should be approache l with joined hands and tearful eyes. May the Lieutenant. 
Governor save the people from this dire water-scarcity and refrain from placing 
their lives at the mercy of District Boards and others, He is their only hope, 


The question of water-supply. 


The question of water-supply. 


Referring to the proposal to sink a number of wells for the we ag) of relieving 


water-scarcity, the writer observes that wells would be who 
supply the want. 
19. The Jasohar [ Jessore] of the 15th June speaks of the prevalence of 
. : severe water-scarcity throughout the Jessore district. 
anit scarcity in the Jessore The writer has found by personal enquiry that 50 
out of every 100 villages in the district suffer from 
the distress. The District Board, whose duty it is to supply water to the 
villages, shows a culpable indifference in the matter. It should make enquiries 
as to the water supply of villages, find out those which suffer from its inade- 
uacy, and try to remove the distress gradually. By acting on this method 
the — may be brought toa satisfactory condition in respect of water- 
supply. 
30. A correspondent of the Basumati (Caleutta] of the 18th June speaks 
iri a a ¢ the apy oe: hs 7 —e ee in the 
_ jy ater scarcity mn two villages Jaynagar and Majilpur villages in the 24-Parganas 
teh ealaaicin esachonns district. There iso tank’ in front of .the Kall 
mandir in the Chakravartipara quarter, but its water is very bad. It belongs 
to a number of co-sharers and is, in consequence, entirely neglected. The local 
Municipality is indifferent to the matter. The villagers’ only hope now is the 
District Magistrate. | 
21. The Charu Mihiz 'Mymensingh] of the 14th June says that Govern- 
The Bengal Government’s grant mens has shown great parsimony and a remarkabl . 
hee hcg cy a‘ ignorance of the real condition of the country m 
the matter of its grant of Rs. 50,000 for the removal 
of water-scarcity inthe entire province. Water-supply was one of the pur- 
poses for which the road-cess was first levied, and the District Boards are rich 
enough to do the needful in this matter. What right has Government 
to consider the District Boards’ money as its own? As regards the notion 
that there is a sufficient number of tanks and wells in the mufassal, the authori- 
ties are entirely mistaken if they really entertain it, as every District Officer, 
who has to tour in the mutfassal, can say from his own experience. It is, how: 
ever, needless to say that this wrong notion originated in wrong and mislead- 
ing accounts contained in official papers. As for the Mymensingh district, 
most of the villages in it contain no ike or wells. There are even places 1D 
the district where there are no sources of water-sup ly within an area of 
five or six miles. The sight of respectable women fetching water from long 


y inadequate to 


distances is really heart-rending. There is also a great want of water for the 
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purposes of cattle. The inhabitants of many villages 

District and Local Boards in this matter, but to no 

laying at the door of the oe villager 
t 


bathing and drinking 
have petitioned their 


effect. In fact, Government is wrong in 


the blame of polluting tanks. He cannot help polluting them in the discharge 
of the ordinary functions of rural life. , 
99. Referring to the Government Resolution on the supply of water t® 


villages in Bengal, the Sanjivant [Calcutta] of th® 
16th June observes :-— 

Fact and fiction have at oneand the same 
time found a place in this Resolution. That there is severe water-scarcity in most 
villages in Bengal is a fact, and yet Government maintains the contrary. The 
display of such ignorance of the country by Government is indeed very painful, 
and it is this ignorance which prevents the removal of the country’s wants. 
What is far more regrettable is that Government should think itself as knowing 
everything though really it knows so little. It1s nota difficult task to ascer- 
tain the number of wells and tanks oxisting in Bengal and the degree of 
inconvenience which each village suffers in the matter of water-supply. Gov- 
ernment does nothing to collect such information, and only depends upon its 
imagination and affirms that there are few villages in Bengal that have not got 
some tanks or wells in them. 

The grant of Rs. 50,000 by Government for the supply of water to the 
whole of Bengal is miserable. Even this aid from the Government will not be 
made available unless it is supplemented by double the amount by the inhabi- 
tants and the District Boards. But the total sum of one lakh and a half 
which might be raised in this way would not be at all sufficient for the purpose 
of removing the water-scarcity of the whole province. How is it that Govern- 
ment does not realise this plain fact ? 

That District Boards should undertake to re-excavate tanks belonging 
to private individuals with the Board’s money is a proposition the justice of 
which can never be doubted.’ But the restriction that not more than Rs. 50 
may be spent for any particular tank seems hardly justifiable. 

Government expects that educated men will come forward to teach 
ignorant villagers the principles of sanitary science to induce them to desist 
from polluting the tanks by bathing, washing dirty linen therein, etc. But 
does not Government know how small is the number of educated men in Bengal ? 
This expectation of Government is not likely to be fulfilled. | 

That zamindars prevent the excavation of tanks in many instances is 2 
fact. But Government does not say what steps it proposes to take in case 
the zamindars are not disposed to accede to the request that may be made 
to them to relax the present stringent. rules regarding the excavation of tanks. 

_ _ Government has said that the object of the Local Self-Government Act 
18 to teach the people the virtue of self-help. This is a noble principle no 
doubt, but His Honour knows that Government has for some time past shown 
el Wie desire to ane 35! ere of the people in matters of public 

: en money is needed the le must pay, | 

deprived of the right of A tl Eun ee oe 


However, we thank Government that at last it has turned its attention 
to the question of removing water-scarcity in Bengal. 


23. Referring to the Bengal Government’s grant of Rs. 50,000 for the 
removal of water-scarcity in the entire province of 
Bengal, the Basumat '[Calcutta] of the 18th June 
ar aa says that Government does not appear to be so 
ps monious in other matters. Its expenses in the Military Department are 
compas by leaps and bounds, and it is spending lalehs of rupees for enhancing 
— a: orts of the European residents: of the country. Its extravagance is 

: oe ed in many other matters which possess little or no importance. And 
ddr de vege afford to pay more than Rs. 50,000 for the removal of water- 
ong? in how country and that expenditure, too, is sanctioned subject to the 
; a ; at'the public must pay Rs. 50,000 and the District Boards another 
= 4 a t is rumoured that a water-tax will be levied in the country, and that 
< y the case if the ‘public fail-to fulfil the wishes of the Government as 

xpressed in its Resolution on the subject. This is really alarming. 


Government Resolution on 


wster-supply in Bengal. 


_ The Bengal Government’s grant 
in the matter of water- melt 


Sansivael, 
June 16th, 1904. 


BasuMATt, 
June 18th, 1904. 
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24. Referring to the Bengal Government's letter on the subject of water. 
_ supply in Bengal, the Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 
The eaeal  oreraments 18th June writes as follows :— 

water-supply circular. | By a prolonged enquiry during the years 
1899 and 1900, Mr. Baker discovered that there. was hardly any village jn 
Bengal which did not contain one or more tanks or wells. Relying upon this 
valuable information, Sir Andrew Fraser triumphantly says that the real 
difficulty in respect of water-supply in Bengal does not lie in the want of an 
adequate number of tanks and wells in the country, but in the upkeep of the 

supply during all the seasons ee 
Mr. Baker’s enquiry.—Did Mr. Baker collect information showing the 
number of tanks and wells in every village in Bengal? In a Bengal Village 
it is not at all unusual to find that a lonely palm or tamarind tree, or 


dilapidated embavkment is the only thing that remains to indicate the site 


where once existed a good and serviceable tank. Again, there are tanks, if tanks 
they can now be called, in the silted-up beds of which crops are grown and cattle 
graze. Bengal is surely full of tanks if these are taken as such. As a matter 
of fact, the number of tanks, worth the name, js very small in Bengal. ‘The 
old tanks must be thoroughly re-excavated to be of any use to the people. 
If, in the course of his ensuing tour in the mufasal, the Lieutenant-Governor 
would kindly see some of these old tanks with his own 4 he would be able 
to form an idea of the sort of tanks which swell Mr. Baker’s list. We know 
of many villages in the Hooghly district not one of which contuins either | 
a tank or a well. Fora few months the inhabitants of these villages use the 
water which accumulates in é/s and cuttings during the rains. During the 
rest of the year they have to fetch water from distant villages. In fact, 
innumerable are the villages in Bengal which have neither tanks nor wells 
in them. 

The upkeep of woter-supply.—Government undertakes to contribute at only 
a third of the cost of maintaining the .water-supply on the condition that 
the District Boards pay one-third and the public the remaining one-third, 
and that also to the extent of only Rs. 5,000 for any one district and Rs. 50,000 
for the whole province which contains nearly 50 districts. There is many 
a viliage in Bengal the inhabitants of which are poor cultivators and day- 
labourers, incapable of subscribing to the water-supply fund. How will their 
distress be removed? Government must be more generous if it wants to 
relieve the hardship which results from scarcity of water. As for the zamin- 
dars, they are no longer the religiously disposed men they formerly used to 
be. Government is therefore the only hope of the poor people, whom it will 
not do for it to forsake in this distress, — , 

The preservation of tanks solely for drinking purposes,—Government says 
that it is the duty of educated villagers to see that some tanks are set apart 
entirely for drinking purposes. This is good advice. But what will be done 
in such villages as cannot boast of educated men among their inhabitants? 

The postiion of the District Boards,—Government says that at present it is not 
legal for District Boards to spend any money in re-excavating other people's 
tanks, and that so long as the Bengal Local Self-Government Act Amendment 
Bill is not passed they will be able to spend money for the excavation of new 
tanks and wells only. This statement creates suspicion. Will there be any 


_ conditions under which alone the District and Local Boards would be allowed to 


pay this one-third share of the cost of water-supply in the country? 
25. The Nthar [Contai] of the 14th June publishes the following criticism 
of the Bengali translation of the bye-laws which 
Midmepese Die Bw vy the were passed by the Midnapore District Board on 
- the 29th February last :— 

Bye-law 1.—Why the word “ gfzj” (road) should mean and include ll 
that it has been made to mean and include in this bye-law is quite incompre- 
hensible. 

Bye-law 3.—The very first principle of law and justice has been’ disre- 
garded in this bye-law by laying on the accused person the onus of proving 
his innocence. , 

Bye-law 4.—What is meant by this bye-law? There are no District 
Engineers in: the service of Local Boards and Union’ Committees. Whose 
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rmission is then to be taken? The f rmission of the Chairman and the 
Vice-Chairman ought to be sufficient in the matters concerned. 

Bye-law 6.—The words * 4 Bq qaiqety utay’’¢‘‘ through inadvertence’) should, 

ba omitted from this bye-law. It is not desirable that offences committed 


knowledge or intent should be made punishable. . | 
ee 8 he second half of this bye-law is ambiguous. If the 
‘orns erdtay” (drain) belongs to the Board, it 18 its duty to preserve it in good 
condition. If it belongs to any private individual, how can the Board make 
rules to control his conduct in relation to his own prope B a 
Bye-law 12.—The extension of Act V to the mufassal will only widen the 
ath of illegal gain for the Board’s chaprasis. If it is desired to make this 
ye-law anything but a dead letter, privies should be constructed every two 
- .. Agee ee 
Se iy-ton 13.06 much of this bye-law as objects to the breaking of horses 
on roads and adjoining lands and to the burning of bricks on the latter will 
only cause unnecessary hardehip, expense, and inconvenience to the people. 
Bye-law 18,—The meaning of the words “ aljay ate” (village roads) in this 


bye-law is not clear. This bye-law will do more harm than good to the 


ig 19.—The words “ aq: Secs aft Fans ine Wee” (“and if 
that should occasion loss to anybody ”) should be inserted after the words 
“aff aart 31 Aca’ (‘* if he omits to do so”’). i 

Bye-law 20.—It ia not clear why the words “ye fagftatf”(“for erecting 


houses”) should have been used in this bye-law. Will not the placing or 

dopositing of any article other than those which are used for building purposes 

amount to an offence under this bye-law ? 
Bye-law 21.—This bye-law is ambiguous and meaningless. What is the 


difference between ‘‘ g pteta NBT” and “ fasaetsl” and between “s siete ster” 
and“ qepap Stet”? Are bicycles and carts required to carry two lights each ? 


The words “aye| fexl axl cover’ in the second line and the words “ates fra 
a%q %caq’ in the third line appear to have one and the same meaning. 


Bye-laws 5, 6, 7, 17, and 19.—The second part of each of these bye-laws 
is unnecessary. There would have been some necessity for it if the Penal 
Code, the Criminal Procedure Code, and the Cattle Tresspass Act had not been 
made applicable within the jurisdiction of a District Board, 

26. The Kasipur Nwasi ( Barisal] of the 15th June says that the presence of 
a large latrine in the Katpatti quarter of the Barisal 
: town has ruined the health of the quarter. ‘The 
people of the locality had objected to its construction, but to no effect. Babu 
Joy Chandra Banerji, the late supporter of the local Dkarmarakshins Sabha, 
and a man named Gopal Chandra Das, who used to keep a hotel, both of 
whom resided in this quarter of the town, died of lingering diseases. If not 
removed, special arrangements should be made for making the latrine harmless, 

27. ‘The Jasohar | Jessore] of the 15th June says that the lessees of the 

A pound complaint. pound in the Gajipur village under the Naoapara 

_ police outpost in the Jessore district induce people 

hy means of bribes to bring the villagers’ cattle into the pound. Fees are 

realised at a high rate for cattle thus impounded. No fodder is given to them. 
No receipts are given for the fees levied from their owners. _ Re 

28. In appointing a Vonemittios to ag on a FGalpatte | of * ones 

oF anks, writes, the Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 16¢ 

wa “<tlisipare and Syamnagar June, His Honour the Tineitnant Gareonce said :-— 

he “Unfortunately this result has not yet been 

attained, and objections to some extent well founded, have been raised to the 

discharge of the filtrate or the effluent into the river.” | 

: It thus appears that Government is perfectly aware of the injurious 

2 aracter of septic tanks. But the septic tanks at Telinipara and Syamnagar are 

: owed to disc arge their contents into the Hooghly. This is quite inexplicable. 

ss reply to a petition on the subject submitted to the European Chairman of the 

adreswar Municipality, who is an officer of the Telinipara Factory, he said 


_ A bad privy in Barisal town. 
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that “he knew of no Government order prohibiting the discharge of the effluent 
from the said tank into the river.” It is to be hoped Government will take 
prompt steps to remedy the evil, 


29. The same paper writes that Messrs, Thomas Duff & Co. have been 
persistently trying for many years to take posses. 

A public road within the Bhad- gion of the roud known as the Manicknagar Ghat 
Se seqakeed by Novena r Road within the Bhadreswar Municipality. . Thig 
is an important road leading to the celebrated 

Paschim Vahinir Ghat which is regarded as sacred by the Hindus and where 
many thousands of pilgrims congregate for the purpose of bathing in the 
river On auspicious occasions. Having failed to take possession of the 
road by all the means in their power the Company at last sought the 
assistance of Government, which showed itself only too ready to help it in 
the matter by publishing a notification, No. 791T.—-M., dated the 23rd May 
1904, inthe Calcutta Gazette of the 25th May last, proposing to acquire Manick. 
nagar Ghat Road “fora public purpose, viz., for the improvement of the 
means of public access to, and the provision of facilities for the public at, the 
river Hooghly.” Government alone knows to what inconvenience the public are 
being put at present by the road remaining as it is, and what facilities, if any, 
the public will gain if it is first taken up by Government and then made over 
to the Company. Anyhow it was wrong to hurt the susceptibilities of the 
public by making a sacrifice of the road to promote the interests of the 
Company. It isto be hoped that His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor will 
be pleased to take notice of the matter. 


(9)—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


30. A correspondent of the Pallivast [Kalna] of the 8th June complains 
of the want of platforms in the Gorangdihi station 
on the branch line of the East Indian Railway 
between the Ondal and Alipur East Junction stations. The supply of carriages 
is also inadequate, The inconvenience and hardship suffered by female 
passengers are indescribable, | 


81. The Uluberia Darpan (Uluberia] of the 15th June publishes the 
following railway complaints in English :— 

First of all we wish to deal with the general 
inconvenience of the passengers and then we shall come down to particulars 
relating to the local grievances. Want of a separate female compartment in 


A railway complaint. 


Railway complaints. 


the intermediate class is felt by the public. An arrangement for such a 


compartment in every train is absolutely necessary. Respectable ladies are 
placed at a great disadvantage when they are compelled to travel with male 
ah for want of accommodation for females in the inter-class. Our 

uropean brethren will not be able to realise our disadvantageous position, 
because the purda system, which necessitates the exclusive enjoyment of a 
compartment by the females, is quite unknown to them. We think that rail- 
ways, especially the Bengal-Nagpur Railway, will not fail in their duties to 
respect the manners and customs of the people from whom direct they are 
maintained. 

In the next place we mention the want of female waiting-rooms in almost 
all stations on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway, especially at the Uluberia station. 
Respectable ladies of rank and position have to pass long and tedious hours at 
the station, under the sun in summer and rains in autumn, as it greatly interferes 
with their honour and dignity in seeking shelter in the open shed which 1s 
shared by persons of all classes and creeds alike. Trains pass sometimes at 
an interval of three to ten hours, during which time ladies who have the 
misfortune to mis3 a train are left mercilessly to the public gaze and exposure. 
We seriously draw the attention of the Ben gal-Nagpur Railway authorities 
who we hope and trust will not be blind to the exigency of the circumstances 
which demand prompt action. Want of good drinking-water at the stations 18 
another grievance which is not the least in importance to those referred to 
above. In summer when a glass of water is preferable toa kingdom, how 
desirable it is on the part of the authorities to make better provision for pure 
drinking-water, Hot, filthy water just drawn from railway ditches is what 1s 


nen aye 
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supplied to the thirsty passengers. Such dirty water is the hot-bed of cholera 


which carries many to & premature grave. au 
Introduction of inter-class return tickets on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway 


+ the next item which should attract the notice of the authorities. The con- | 


‘Joration which induced other railways to introduce it are strong arguments 
eq "sdeption on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway. We leave other matters of 
general inconvenience for future issues. ee 


The local grievances we complain of are these :— 


The construction of the double line on the eastern side of the Uluberia 
station has practically blocked the path usually used by the passengers of 
Natibpur and Nona, Bazarpara and other neighbouring villages on their way to 
and from the station, A road at the foot of the line on the southern side from 
the Uluberia station to mpegs municipal road near the bridge in the vicinity 
of the railway bungalow is what is urgently required for the convenience of the 
passengers. The cost will not be very — An application for the above 
road has been forwarded to the Agent, Bengal-Nagpur Ruilway, through the 
Subdivisional Officer and Chairman, Local Board and Uluberia Municipality, 
by the gentlemen of the locality. We hope our kind Subdivisional Officer 
will forward it with necessary recommendation. It is our earnest desire that 
the popular Agent will remove the above local want by granting the road 
asked for. 


In the next place, the extension of the Bowria local to Uluberia is a great 
want. Uluberia is a subdivision with civil and criminal courts. There is 
a vast concourse of people to this place. Passengers having court business may 
avail themselves of the down Bowria local and reach their destination before 
sunset. Further, there is no up train from Calcutta to Uluberia between 10-23 
A.M. to 6-3 p.m., a long interval of eight mortal hours. We draw the attention 


of the authorities to the above grievances, for the removal of which we earnestly 
ask them to take necessary steps. 


32. The Sanjirvani [Calcutta] of the 16th June says that passengers from 

| Howrah to Midnapore and from Midnapore to 

on the Bengal Negnar Euina* Howrah are greatly inconvenienced owing to con- 
fusion in the timing of trains on the Bengal- 

Nagpur Railway. No less than eight trains run daily between Howrah and 
Khargpur, but none among these, except the Midnapore tocal train which 
leaves Howrah at 5-30, is of advantage to the public. The Puri passenger 
train does not suit Calcutta officers and litigants; the Bombay Mail does not 
touch at all the stations; the same is the case with the Madras mail. Passengers 


for Midnapore are thus compelled to wait till the next morning. The writer 
makes the following suggestions :— : 


(1) There ought to be a local train from Midnapore at 6 P.M. 


(2) The 6 p.m. Macheda local train should be run up to Midnapore, and 
should start from Midnapore at 6 in the morning. This 
arrangement will be most profitable to the Company and at the 
same time very convenient to all classes of passengers. 


(3) The Kola passenger train should start from Midnapore in the 
evening and should leave Howrah for Midnapore in the morn- 
ing. Officers, litigants, and steamer-passengers from Ghatal 
and Tamluk will be greatly benefited by this arrangement, 
while the Company will certainly not be a loser by it. | 


(4) The up Madras mail, like the down Madras mail, should touch at 
the Balichak station. _ There are six or seven post-offices which 
are served through this station, and the mails are now delayed 


for about 24 hours by the up Madras mail not stopping here. 
ge 


Many Puri pilgrims congregate here, who are ob either 
to walk as far as Khargpur to avail themselves of the train or 
to stop at Balichak till 1-30 p.m. of the day following. By 


the arrangement proposed, both the public and the Railway 
Company will be the gainers, : | 


SANJIVANI, 
June 16th, 1904. 
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Dairy H rravanl, 83. <A correspondent of the Daily Hitavads [Calcutta } of the 20th June 
June 20th 1904. = Complaints against the Howrah. makes the following complaints against the Howrah. 
Amta Light way: Amta Light Railway :— 


(1) The rate of fare is excessive. Third class fare is 4} pies and inter. 
class fare 6 pies per mile. No other railway in India charges 
80 much. | 

(2) The timing of trains is very inconvenient. Two trains start from 
Howrah, one at 9-30 aud the other at 10-30 in the morning. 
The passengers have to suffer intensely from the heat during the 
summer months. The litigants going to Amta are also put to 
great inconvenience. oC 

(3) There is overcrowding in the carriages. Occasionally eight or even 
ten passengers sit in each compartment intended only for six 
passengers. There is overcrowding alsoin the female com. 
partments, and there is no waiting-room for females in the 
stations on theline. The carriages are very dirty, and drinking. 
water is not available at some stations. 


The attention of the authorities is drawn to the above. 


(h)— General. 
Caarv Mine, 34. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 14th June writes as follows:— 
June 14th, 1904. | There is at present a persistent rumour to the 


_Aromour relating tothe parti- effect that the Chittagong Division, and not Dacca 

——— and Mymensingh, will soon be transferred to Assam. 
It is not known whether or no the rumour is baseless. Most probably it has 
its origin in the facts that Government is going to take a member from the 
Dacca Division for the Bengal Legislative Council and that itis acquiring 
lands in Chittagong town. ‘There is nothing in this rumour to make the Dacca 
and Mymensingh people glad. If Chittagong Bo to Assam now, Dacca and 
Mymensingh will soon follow her. Again, if Chittagong is transferred to 
Assam, Government will, in future, be able to separate other parts of Bengal 
from the province on the strength of the precedent now created. 


Hitavapi, 35, In continuation of its previous article on Mr. Sanderson of the 
June 17th, 1904. Rangoon Government Press [Report on Native 


pane Pt aang of the Papers for 18th June, paragrap 46], the Aitavads 


pesieranmcie ____[Cualeutta] of the 17th June notices the following 
acts of oppression committed by him on his subordinates: — 


(1) Mr. Sanderson had dismissed an accountant, and it was only after 
he had been snubbed by the Government for this act that 
he laid some false charges against the accountant. 

(2) He dismissed the clerk in charge of the stationery of the Press. 
This case also gave rise to difficulties, and it took Mr. Sanderson 
nine months to get the man removed. 

(3) Mr. Sanderson’s rebukes and abuses made the Press too hot for 
another accountant, and the latter was obliged to resign. 

(4) Mr. Manuel has been serving in the Press for nearly 18 years and is 
at present drawing a salary of Rs. 250. On his having 
asked for leave, Mr. Sanderson brought some false charges 
against him. Mr. Sanderson was snubbed by the Government 
for this and was obliged to cancel the charges and sanction 
the leave. | 

(5) A similar case occurred in connection with an application for leave 
made by Mr. Dhanyakati, a clerk of 16 years’ service, drawing 
a salary of Rs. 180. 

(6) Mr, Sanderson was severely reprimanded by the Government for 
having unjustly dismi aclerk drawing a salary of Rs. 3° 

‘per month. 

(7) Mr, Sanderson dismissed a clerk on Rs, 30 per mensem for having 

docketed two letters under the Chhota Sahel’s order. 


[oF 


(8) Mr. Sanderson sent a policeman to the house of a clerk on Rs. 30 for 
"his being ‘usable to attend office on account of illness. Govern- 
ment stigmatised this act of Mr, Sanderson as “ high-handed 

and unjustified.” , | ) 

(9) The Foreman of the Press and two of his assistants were fined 
Rs. 280 and Rs, 80, respectively, for having caused delay in 
the execution of a piece of current work. 

(10) Mr. Sanderson has disre ed Government orders in the matter 
of a man’s claim of Rs. 2,000 for. articles supplied to the Press. 

| The matter will soon go to a law-court. 

(11) Mr. Sanderson threw a large file-book at an accountant of nine or 
ten months’ standing because the latter had ventured to differ 
from him in the course of a discussion. It is rumoured that 
the matter will be laid‘ before ;the police. In the meantime 
Mr. Sanderson has dismissed the accountant. 

(12) A theft was detected in the Press, but as some of Mr. Sanderson’s 
favourites were implicated in the case it was hushed up. 


Mr. Sanderson has indented, at Government cost, valuable instruments, . 


acids and books (some of which are written in the German language), for 
testing paper. This expenditure is a loss to the Government, because there is a 
separate stationery department. Mr. Sanderson most probably harbours 
the desire of once becoming the head of that department. As for the 
German books, he gets them translated by Mr. Ross. Mr, Sanderson gets these 
translations typed by the typists in the Press, and even the original diagrams 
are gg: by the draftsmen under him to be inserted among the translations. 

. Sanderson delivers long lectures to the clerks under him on the subject 
of testing paper, an art of which he considers himself a master. He had even 
the audacity of writing to the Superintendent of Stationery a letter in which he 
took Government to task for following a “ penny-wise-and-pound-foolish 
= ” and the Stationery Office for following a “prehistoric” method. 

r. Sanderson was afterwards obliged to apologise to the Superintendent for 
having written this letter. Again, the above mentioned articles have been kept 
in Mr, Sanderson’s residence, a distance of two miles from the Press, and have 
not been entered in the office books although they have been in use for the last 
six months. Government should consider whether, in the face of these facts 
Mr. Sanderson’s power should not be curtailed. The authorities are however, 
congratulated on their refusal to appoint him in Mr. Ross’s place. 

36. In their recent Resolution, says the Sanjtvani [Calcutta] of the 16th 
tsi deitesak ton. June, the Government of India state that in the 
peans in the public service. — of giving appointments to natives in the 
ublic service, t 
departed from the policy laid down in the late elle ns wee si tees 
al gp emg pledges by giving more and more appointments to them. 
bie > 4 Rcd be never expect that the Government would appoint 
h overnors or Chief Commissioners. But as Government 
nas constantly reiterated the pledge that it would appoint competent natives 
irrespective of their caste and creed, to all posts under the Rigel t, it was 
coo for the Indians to entertain the hope that competent men noe tia 
oe d get well-paid posts under the Government. fn practice “es Resa 

a eigap fills all well-paid posts with Englishmen in Rs rsession of the 
Claims of competent natives, This will be clear from an ais of the 
mew m which Government has filled posts carrying salaries from Rs. 1 000 
pe R, 4,000. In 1897, the number of posts carrying salaries from Rs. 1,000 
et 1,200 was 451, and of these, 408 were given to Euro eans, 9 to 

urasians, and 34 to natives, In 1903 ay 
by 14 and th : , the number of these posts was reduced 
p Babee an = held only 10 posts more thane 1897, while the 
R eld as many as 382. In 1897, the number of posts on 


s. 1,200 to Re, 1,400 was 172. In 1903, th 
" ° , the number was reduced by 21 and 
= rice ye ~ held by natives was reduced from 10 to 8. i. 1897, 
held by Ps r of posts on Rs. 1,400 to Rs, 1,600 was 94, of which 90 were 
number of reas) 1 by a Eurasian, and 3 by natives. In 1903, the total 
the Euro posts in this class was 67 more than in 1897, but of this increase 
peans got as many as 55 and the natives only 11. In 1897, the number 
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of posts on Rs. 1,800 to Rs. 2,000 was 113; in 1903 the number was 27 more, 
but of this increase the Euro got as many as 26, This comparison 
clearly shows that in the matter of appointment the Government has never 
shown any particular favour to natives. But the question is, are there no 
competent natives who can fill these high “semg with ability? Has Government. 
ever instituted an enquiry into the matter’ ee 

In the Forest Department, the lower posts have, it is true, been, to a 

certain extent, filled by natives, but the higher posts are a complete monopoly 
of Europeans. Government by probably say that natives do not possess the 
qualifications requisite in incumbents of high posts in this department. But 
here is what the Public Service Commission said about the mg arse of 
natives in it :—‘“ That the Government should keep in view the policy of training 
in India men qualified. to take charge of the higher administrative appoint- 
ments, 80 a8 to avoid, as far as possible the necessity for expanding the Imperial 
Branch of the Service.” What provision has Government made for imparting 
sach training, or for restricting the growth of the Imperial Branch ? 

In the Customs Department, there are 33 highly-paid posts, but of these 
as many as 31 are held by Europeans and Eurasians. No special qualification 
seems to be necessary for employment in this department. Yet Lord Curzon’s 
Government might say that natives do not possess the sense of responsibility 
and the capacity for physical endurance necessary for service in this depart- 
ment. But here is what Sir Charles Trevelyan, a former Financial Member, 
said on the point :— 

The natives of India are specially qualified for revenue functions. The 
whole of the appointments in the Customs might be filled by natives.” 
Yet Government has all along excluded the Indians from this department. 
In the Customs Preventive Service there are altogether 157 posts, the 
whole of which are held by Europeans. But-this is what the Public Service 
Commission wrote about this service :— 
‘‘ There is no ground for the exclusion of qualified candidates of any race 
from the Appraisers’ or the Preventive branches of the départment.” Again, 
‘‘Native Christians in Bombay have been employed in the Preventive Service, 
while a Brahmin Pr«ventive officer in, Madras is admittedly efficient, and in 
discharging his duties has experienced no difficulty owing to his race.” 
In the Bombay Customs Department a Parsi had served with such 
efliciency that he was re-employed after retirement. | 
In the Opium Department, the natives have been to a certain extent 
employed in the lower posts, but the higher posts are a close preserve for 
Europeans. But this is what the Public Service Commission said about 
recruitment for this department :—‘‘ The future recruitment of this department 
would be subject to the general principle of equality of treatment of classes 
of Her Majesty’s subjects.” It is seventeen years since the above was written, 
but Government has not yet been able to adopt this principle. 
There are 15 high posts in the Jail Department, but not one of these has 
ever fallen to the lot of a native. Here is what the Commission said about this 
department :—‘‘ When Superintendents of Jails, central and district, are not 
medical officers, more opportunity might be given to natives of India to show 
their fitness for those appointments from which at present they are practically 
excluded.” 
It is useless multiplying instances. The Public Service Commission 
advised a more extended employment of natives in the Police, Telegraph, 
Postal, and Public Works Departments. But though seventeen years have since 
elapsed, Government has not yet found natives fit for employment in high 
posts in these departments, Are then the natives going downhill in the 
matter of their morals and education? Let the Government first give the 
natives opportunities for proving their merit and fitness and then impute 
unfitness to them as a people. 
37, The Bangavasi | Calcutta] of the 18th June writes as follows:— __ 
‘- Se In the Governmert Resolution regerding the 
and nativesin the public service. PYOportion of Europeans and natives in the public 

service it is said, ‘The highest ranks of Civil 
employment in India, those in the Imperial Civil Service . . . . ~ must 
nevertheless, as a generul rule, be held by Englishmen for the reascn that they 
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possess partly hy heredity, partly by up-brin and partly by education, the 
knowledge of the principles o: . the v 
of character which are essential for the task, and that the rule of India being 
British rule, and any other being in the circumstances of the case impogsible, the 
tone and standard should be.set by those who have created and are responsible 
for it.” Now, Indians, what have you to say to this? We have all along been 
telling you that what the authorities give you they give you as favours and 
ou must accept them as such. Mr. Risley ought, however, to have softened the 
anguage of the Resolution which, in its present form, reminds the people only 
of the misery of subjection. The Resolution appears to be the outcome of the 
vexation and displeasure which the Indians’ humble but constant prayer to be 
apppointed to high posts, created in the minds of the authorities. 
88, The Daily Hitavadi | Calcutta] of the 20th June has the following :— 
| No one ever doubted that the number of 


Fmployment of Indians in the Jndians holding smaller appointments under Gov- 
ausesecel _ ernment was large. The agitation in the count 
has always had reference to the higher appointments, of which a very small 
number is held by the natives. Is it conceivable that Lord Curzon, always 
so clever, failed to understand the meaning of the agitators? It is to 
regretted that in this matter our rulers found it convenient not to understand 
things which everybody can understand. The Bay that the accusation that 
Government ignores the claims of Indians and gives the greater number 
of appointments to Europeans and Eurasians is entirely baseless, and that 
in fact 990 per mille of the appointments are given to natives. In the Gov- 
ernment iesolution an atttempt has been made to prove this proposition 
by means of figures, : 

In all countries the number of officers in the lower grades has always 
been far greater than that of officers in the higher. In India, Government 
is compelled to give inferior posts to the Indians as competent Europeans 
and Eurasians on small pay are not available. We fail to see therefore 
the ‘unexampled liberality” in the treatment of Indians of which Government 
boasts so much in the Renlation To say that the Indian administration is 
carried on prosrety by the Indians themselves, merely because the number of 
inferior officers is large, is to say that the Taj was built by the beasts of 
burden which carried the stones and materials used in its construction. 

_. The fact is, we want to see the Indians largely employed in the 
higher appointments, We are gradually losing our higher faculties in con- 
sequence of not being entrusted with responsible offices. Whatever other disad- 
ventage we might have laboured under during Muhammadan rule, the path of our 
mental development was never so much obstructed asnow. Under Akbar, out 
of 414 wmansabdars, 51 were Hindus. This number rose to 110 under 
Shahjehan. In British India, out of 2,378 officers occupying the same status 
as mansabdars, the number of Indians is only 92, Indeed, there can be no 
comparison between Muhammadan rule and British rule in this respect. Yet 
our present rulers rend the skies with loud reports of the ‘unexampled liber- 
ality” shown by them towards the Indians. If instead of comparing India 
with China, Tonkin, Java, Algeria and similar countries, Lord Curzon bad 
compared her with French Pondicherry, he could not have been so boastful. 
mers not the Americans given complete freedom to the conquered Cubans? 
n the Executive Council of the American Governor of the Phili pines, there 
alesse rg near aut * a total of eight members, But in the Executive 
é vast Indian i ingle Indian. 
liberality thin no ditt mpire there is not asijngle Indian. Very fine 

389. The Daily Hitavads LOplonttel of the 21st June writes :— 

cone ' We propose to examine. Government's state- 

the pelmnvloymont of Indians in’ ments Fe the employment of Indians in the 
public service. Government has shown that the 

rpe-ypnad of employments carrying salaries of more than Rs. 75 has increased 

0 per cent. since 1867, but the percentage of increase in the number of 

uropean officers is only 86, that of European and Eurasian officers is 61, 
and that of Indians is 171. It follows therefore that the Indians have 
obtained a larger number of appointments than before. This is the substance 
of the Curzonian arguments. 3 
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A little reflection will show that this argument is totally worthless 
Are 36 European officers drawing a salary of Rs. 1,000 each equal to 17) 
native officers drawing Rs. 150 each? All the clerks under a European 
officer together get much less as salary than that officer. Although the 
number of native officers is thrice the number of Europeans, yet the total 
amount received as salary by the latter is much greater than that received 
by the former. The following comparative statement is interesting :— 


wid , OO 0h 1903. 
Number of post carrying salaries of more 
Res. 1,000 : a oie .- 648 1,370 
Number of European officers ose ~ oo bee. 4 
99 ” Eurasian ” eee eee 4 15 
»» 99 Hindus ie sé ove 12 71 
»» 9, Muhammadan officers ... Lee ‘vs 11 


Lord Curzon has shown from the above that the number of European 
officers has doubled in the last 40 years, that of Hindus has increased five-fold, 
and that of Muhammadans has increased indefinitely. Greater favour has, 
according to Lord Curzon, been shown towards the Hindus and the Muham- 
madans than to Europeans. 

No one ever came across such ludicrous arguments and such ridiculons 
insult to the science of Arithmetic, The story of a boy, who deceived his 
father by stating that he stood second in the class in which there were only 
two boys, is well known. We are reminded of this story by Lord Curzon’s 
method of reasoning, In 1867, the number of European officers receiving 
salaries of more than Rs. 1,000 was 652, and in 1903 this number rose 
to 1,263. Ifthe number of Hindu officers had been 1 in 1867 and if it 
had increased to 2 in 1903, the ratio of increase in both cases would have 
been the same. For, 632 : 1,263 :; 1: 2. 

Such comparison will not satisfy anybody except Lord Curzon and his 
Home Secretary. Evena child can understand that though one ratio may 
be equal to another, it isthe European who pockets the larger sum of money 
than the native. The attempt t» deceive the public by the trick of a numerical 
calculation only shows Gaoavernment’s oruely, instead of ‘ unexampled 
liberality,” to the Indians. Such treatment of a conquered people is unworthy 
of a powerful nation like the English. 


IIT.—LecistaTrion. 


40. The Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 16th June says that Mr. Beatson-Bell; 
the Settlement Officer in the Backerganj district, has 
been elected as the representative of the Barisal 
District Board in connection with the forth- 
coming election of a member for the Bengal 
Legislative Council. He is the first Government official who has been elected 
to take part in the election of a member for that Council against the order of 
Government that no official. will be allowed to interfere in any such election, 
The conduct of Mr. Jack, the District Magistrate, and Mr. Beatson-Bell in the 
Barisal District Board’s meeting, was most extraordinary and irregular. It 
remains to be seen whether His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor will allow 
the above election to stand. 
41, The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 17th June is sorry that the Backer- 
| gunge District Board has appointed Mr. Beatson- 
ing election of member for the Bell as their representative to decide to whom 
Bengal Council. their votes should be given in the ensuing contest 
dike for the election of a member from the Dacca 
Division to the Bengal Legislative Council, Is there no impartial and 
independent native in the district who could fitly do the work? And how could 
Mr. Beatson-Bell accept the offer of taking a part in the electioneering contest? 


Mr. Beatson-Bell and the forth- 
coming election of a member for 
the Bengal Council. 


IV.—Native States. | 
42, The Hitavarta (Calcutta] of the 19th June contains an article ° the 
appointment of a Musalman as the Chief Devan 
im .. A a gl wo iy of Baroda, The observations made in the article 


are identical with those noticed in paragraph 54 of 
the Report on Native Papers for the 18th June, 1904. oy 


( 581 ) 


- VI.—MIscELLANEOvs. 


angalay [Calcutta] of the 12th June has the following under 
selvindigsc sick the hevding ‘¢ A’ strange proposal” :— = —- | 
The question’ of @ permanent § J ord Curzon is now in England, where he is 
ee receiving a perfect ovation, -Recently in a rg 
there, he dwelt upon the advisability of having @ permanent Viceroy for. India. 
Many people are protesting against this suggestion of Lord Curzon’s, but we, 
for one, support it. The following are our reasons for doing so:— — , 
Under the Nawabs, neither the people of the country nor the country 
‘tself could be regarded as being subject to foreign rule, because the Musalmans 
were not foreigners, but used to live in the country.’ Nor did they rule the 
country for the benefit of a foreign people, send out its money to foreign lands, 
or starve its manufactures and industries by the import of foreign merchandise, 
The Musalmans used to live in the country when they ruled it, and they live 
in it now that they are no longer its rulers, They did everything to enco 
and promote its trade and industries, and never disturbed its people. The 
truth is that the Musalman rulers were more the servants of the people than 
their masters. Oppressions, it 1s true, were from time to time committed on 
the people on account of religious differences, but such oppressions were only 
temporary. Under Musalman rule, we were a wealthy people, and so long 
as we duly paid our revenues, we were a perfectly free and independent 
people. Our society possessed its own rules and customs, we possessed our 
arms and weapons, ied enjoyed the privilege of filling all high administrative 
posts. Compared with the present, therefore, we were a free and not subject 
people under Musalman rule. = , — 
Our present English rulers replaced the Musalman rulers. We have 
nothing to object to or regret in this change. But the English could not take 


up the réle of the Musalman Emperors, and failed to earn the title of “firgfracat 


qi weterecal =” (the Emperor of Delhi is God Himself), And why? It is 
because, since they became the rulers of the country, they have been draining 
India of her substance in order to enrich England and its people. The 
competition of English traders has almost killed the trade and industries of 
Hindus and Musalmans; the appointment of innumerable Englishmen has 
deprived the Indians of all voice in the administration of the country; the 
drawing of the Home chorges, the military charges, and similar unnecessary 
charges is draining the country of its wealth. And all this is done simply for 
the benefit of the English nation, There is no English king in India, The 
Indian people do not, therefore, know to whom they are to represent their 
grievances, T'he king of the English people is a king only in name—nothing 
but a figure-head possessing no rights and no powers, As for the people of 
England, they know nothing about India or the Indians. All they know is 
that when two hundred thousands of English men and women are able to 
keep three hundred millions of Indians in subjection, there can be nothing 
wrong with the Indian administration. One thing more they can understand, 
and at is the question of money. And they find that the British rule of 
India is bringing considerable _ wealth into England, inasmuch as England is 
supplying India with everything India wants, from needle and thread and 
Wearing apparel to guns, rifles, and cannon. How can the English people 
listen, under the circumstances, to the complaints of the people of India? 
Moreover, it 18 @ question of representing our grievances not to a single 
oglishman but toone hundred millions of Englishmen! The fact is that 
when India’s miseries are the effect of England’s prosperity and when India’s 
Prepenity would mean a diminution of England’s glory and prosperity, it is 
idle for India to complain or to hope that the English ople will listen to her 
complaints, But long-continued and inevitable ‘suffering has driven the 
ndians to look 4 8 the English with ill-feeling, while the pride of unlimited 
ie is leading Englishmen to act in a most arbitrary fashion in this tye § 
ne situation like this cannot long continue without being harmful both to the 
rulers and to the ruled. But great as may be ourill-feeling towards the English, 
it will neither look | 
; either look well for us to rebel against them nor shall we be able to carry 
pl bt with them. For the strength of British arms is so great now, 
tut they willed it, the English rulers could without any effort depopulate 
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every village comprised in the vast region from Peshawar to Calcutta. What 
we should. 0, therefore, is to endeavour - to make the English liy in the 
country and rule it as we wish it to be ruled. Ifan Englishman ‘is mado, 
permanent ruler of India, he will surely become attached to it and do what he can 
to serve the country and its people. Under theexisting régime of a quinquennj 

Viceroy, that official carries on the administration with his eye ever fixed 
on the term of his office and his sole object being to gain some cheap pony. 
larity and to promote the interests of British trade and commeroe, Bx 


the country heartlessly and without any sympathy for its people. Such short. 


term Viceroys enable the subject people barely to live, but never try to do 
any permanent good to them, nor have they the power to do so. Such 
Viceroys never pay the least heed to our political agitation or our represen. 
tations. They want to keep us satisfied merely by the use of kind words 
which ordinary politeness requires them to use, and so far they have succeeded 
in their object. Can a paid Viceroy, whose tenure of office is limited to five 
years, do any Boag to India, when, as has been shown above, any material 
prosperity gained by India will mean to England the loss of a proportionate 
share of such progperity ? The result of this has been that our miseries have 
gone on inéreasing and are becoming unbearable. | | 

We are, therefore, completely in favour of Lord Curzon’s suggestion to 
appoint a permanent Viceroy for India. The appointment of a permanent 
Views will, to a great extent, supply the desideratum of a king living in 
the midst of the pope. And such a Viceroy mi probably feel for the 
country and try to do it good. We, on our part, may find in such a Viceroy 
a ruler to whom we can unsuspectingly represent all our grievances and 
thereby lighten the burden of our hearts. Such a Viceroy must, however, bea 
member of the Royal family. Preferably, he should be the ee or 
some other son of the Sovereign, but if sucha seletcion is impossible, he should, 
at least, be a brother or a nephew of his, It will not be possible for any but 
a Prince of the blood royal to successfully take up the réle of India’s king. 
The slave Kutubuddin and his descendants did not long hold India’s 
sovereignty in their hands. A servant is sure to be high-handed and 
oppressive, but one who has the royal blood in his veins cannot but be kind 
and high-minded. We have long prayed to the English people to give us 
king—a king whom we can serve and worship and who will be a king in 
flesh and blood, possessed of the attributes of a real king. And we now see 
in Lord Curzon’s suggestion a probable fulfilment of our prayer. 

It is in English histories that we have read that there is no end to the 
miseries of a people who become subject to a democratic and commercial 
nation. The oppressions of Venice and Genva compelled the Spaniards in a 
manner to invite the Moors to take possession of their country. The 
inhabitants of the islands in the Mediterranean gladly welcomed the Turks 
and the Moors as their sovereign. We have no one to look up to for help 
rg the English nation, for we have even forgotten how to pray to God 
for olp. We, therefore, pray to the English people to carry out Lord 
Curzon’s suggestion. | 

44, The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika (Calcutta | of the 

15th June supports Lord Curzon’s pees to 
appoint a permanent Viceroy in India. The exper 
ment has Mover very successful in Egypt, where Lord Cromer has ed 
unbounded influence and popularity by his extraordinary ability end large 
hearted sympathy with the inhabitants of the country. ‘There will ly 
be any o ouge from the side of the Indians to the appointment of a 
member of the Royal family as their permanent Viceroy. But there 18 20 
hope of this being done. 

45. Referring to Lord Curzon’s Eton speech, the Sanjivans Calcutta] of 

. the 16th June writes:— a 

The Viceroyalty of India confers great power 
hee and privileges upon the fortunate man who holds 
that high office. Who would not like to enjoy these blessings for life? What 
oh oe Providence, ever jealous of man’s good fortune, stands in the way ! 
There can be no doubt that if'a d ing man were made the permanent 


Governor of a country, it would Pproeper, just as Egypt is prospering under Lord 


Permanent Viceroyalty. 


The. question of a permanent 
Vicor tee Inte. 
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If Lord Ripon had been made permanent Viceroy: of India, we 
would have been happy and prosperous. ut no Indian or Anglo-Indian 
would like to see ee | Curzon, made permanent in India. How many among 
those who came out to India as. Viceroys .were worthy to be made permanent 
in their post? About the far greater number of them it may be said that if 
any of them had remained for long in: this country, utter ruin to the people 
would have been the consequence. Lord Curzon has already done enough to 
crush the Indians; why then this evil design again ? 


Cromer. 


-Urrya Papens. 


46. The Samvad Vahika [Balasore] of the 9th June is of opinion that 
+ the ‘present movement in connection with the 
Deputation of Indian students deputation of young Indians to foreign countries to 
to foreign countries. - acquire knowledge in industrial arts and sciences is 
a good one, and that attempts should be made ‘in every town in India to 
collect subscriptions to further the object. = = ee 
47.. Referring to the: strike of fishermen in Balasore, reported in the 
: last’ week, the same paper states that the fisher- 
The fishermen’s strike in Balae men have now perceived the difficulty of their 
is situation, and that some of them have resumed 
the work of selling fish, though in a different place in the same, town. In 
view of the outbreak of cholera in the place, the authorities were comp 
in the interests of public health to punish a fisherwoman and_ this led to the 
strike. ) 
48, The same papers mourns the death of Babu Bhagabat Mahanti, the 
‘ess Aiaten ta Hela well-known cloth-merchant of Balasore, and of 
ee Babu Birendra Kumar Mandal, an _ influential 
zamindar of that district. | 
49. Thesame paper says that the temperature was high in the last week 
: and there was no rain, though clouds were seen in 
the sky. : | 
50, Anew monthly joural, by name U¢kal Sebaka, has been started in 
‘ i Balasore. It is edited hy Babu WHiralal De in 
a i English and Uriya and is devoted to agriculture, 
arts, trade, and other subjects. | 
51. The Garjatbasini (Talcher] of the 11th June.is sorry to learn from 
mee oe een the columns of its contemporary of the Prajabandhu 
connection with the partition ques. *28¢ some of the advocates of the union of the 
tion. _ _ Uriya-speaking districts under one Provincial 
Government, who happen to be in service, are 
being persecuted by their official superiors. The former paper is desirous 
to know the names of the persecuted persons. : 
52, The Utkaldipika (Cuttack] of the 11th June states that the highest 
ie cain _ temperature of the current year was recorded in 
the first half of the last week, and that in the 
second half of the same week gentle rain accompanied with cool breeze miti- 
gated the severity of the weather. | 
53. ‘The same paper states that agricultural operations have been facili- 
Agriculture. _ tated by the rainfall, 


o4. The same paper states that the health of Cuttack town is 
The health of Cuttack town. good. beans ; | 


50. ‘The same paper says that ripe mangoes have diminished in quantity 
The mango. and that they will last for one week more. — 
56. The same paper states that a royal tiger was bagged by the old Raja 
+ sci of Gangpur a few days ago. The Raja was accom- 
Rein of Ouro, baseed by the panied by his son, the heir-apparent, who is said 
gpur. : a8 A rT @ eaves ° 
| ~. to have distinguished himself by rae | 30 : tigers 
besides other ferocious animals. Both the Raja and his son are good shots 
57. The same paper views with great satisfaction the appointment of 
Dr. Asutosh Mukherji's appoint. Dr. Asutosh Mukherji as an Additional Judge 
ment tothe High Courr. SS SsC«OO:s«sthe ~Caleutta High Court for a temporary 
riod and hopes that the learned doctor, who 
has given unmistakable proots of independent judgment and keen intellect as 
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a member of the Bengal and India Legislative Councils, willin due course be 
made a permanent Judge of that Court. | * 
58, Referring to the strike of fishermen in Balasore, the same pa 
ee ae observes that it is usual with the people of thi 
sone? Sshermen's strike in Bal country to give vent to their ee ae by a strike 
or a combination, It is therefore necessary t 
ascertain whether the fisherman were goaded to do what they did by acts of 
injustice on the part of the authorities, and this can only be done by publishing 
the papers in connection therewith. At any rate, a comparison of the Balasore 
municipal administration with that of Cuttack points to the conclusion that 
the former is more harsh and unsympathetic. 
59. The same paper accords its a to = Pig se ag Club 
organisation, sta under the ership of Miss 
Se Sailbala Das, with the object of creating 4 interest 
in literature, arts, athletics and music among the Uriya graduates, under- 
capris and other students connected with the local educational institutions, 
he promoters of the scheme hope to be able to induce the Orissa Conference 
to send a few students, already trained in Orissa art wares, to foreign coun- 
tries to complete their education in the chosen arts, 
60. The same paper agrees with its contemporary of the Medint Bandhav 
- ii st elena in thinking that the present race of Indians are 
proven. cent more on copying the bad habits of English- 
men than on making any serious attempt to learn 
what is good in them. Writing or making speeches cannot improve the 
condition of the Indians. Immediate steps should be taken to increase the 
national wealth by improving and reviving indigenous industries and arts and 
by stopping the constant drain of the country’s wealth to foreign lands, 
61. ‘The same paper reads a homily to the Commissioners of the Cuttack 
- Municipality, who have, with great unwillingness, 
- se Oe Municipal Commis- gybmitted themselves to the censure of Govern- 
ment passed on them for their incapable and 
inefficient administration of that Municipality in the last year. Though the 
Chairman, Babu Ramsankar Rai, who took charge of municipal affairs only a 
few months ago, has been exempted from the blame that attaches to the 
Municipality, it is extremely desirable that the Municipal Commissioners 
should grow wiser by experience and discharge their duties honestly and man- 
fully. The rate-payers must at the same time learn to elect only those men as 
their Commissioners who have the ability and willingness to discharge their 


duties properly. 


62. The same paper is glad to learn that a Raj Kumar school has been 
sturted at Berhampur in Ganjam with the object of 
imparting instruction to the sons of Indian nobles. 
The present house and the appliances of the insti- 
tution have been procured through the munificence of the Raja of Bara- 
khemundi, [supplemented by contributions made by the Rajas of Parlakhe- 
mundi, Chikiti, Surangi, Dharakote, Tarala, and Tekali. Though the present 
accommodation is sufficient only for six students, it is hoped that the school 
will rise in importance in due course, thereby inducing the nobility to endow 
it with ample funds. | | | 
63. The same paper states that a farewell soiree was held at Cuttack 
mae in honour of the Revd. G. Howells, the Head- 
of Cntin Revd. G.Howells: Master of the Baptist Mission School, who 1 
3 about to go home on furlough. Among the party, 
the native Christians mustered strong and they presented him with a farewell 
address that was couched in the most endearing terms, The meeting seemed 
to acknowledge the valuable services which the reverend gentleman hs 
rendered tu the general public and tuo the native Christian community 12 
particular. The Revd. Mr. Young, the President, supported by the whole 


=! wished him a safe voyage to England and a return to India in 
e. | 


The Raj Kumar school at Ber- 
hampur in Ganjam. 
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